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SIR, Be Se 


HAVING fubmitted to your confideration a Plan for the arrangement of the a td o . ae 

_ Militia of the United States, which I had prefented to the late Congre/s, and you hav- , ‘- Bernas Sas : 
ing approved the general principles thereof, with certain exceptions, I now refpect- 7 AS 

| fully lay the fame before you, modified according to the alterations you were pleafed 
| to fuggese. : 


! pas ; ¥ Ie 
. War-Orricz, Fanuary 18, 1790. ; RS eae 


_ 


Tt has been my anxious defire to devife a national fyftem of defence, adequate to 
_ the probable exigencies of the United States, whether arifing from internal or exter- \* 
nal caufes ; and at the fame time to erect a ftandard of republican magnanimity, in- 
dependent of, and fuperior to, the powerful influences of wealth, 


The convulfive events, generated by the inordinate purfuit of riches, or ambition, 
require that the government fhould poffe/s a ftrong corrective arm. 


l The idea is therefore fubmitted, whether an efficient military branch of govern- 
em ment can be invented, with fafety to the great principles of liberty, unle/s the fame 
Jhall be formed of the people themfelves, and Supported by their habits and manners. 


| I have the honor to be, 4 
Dalene % 
| With the moft perfect Re/pedt, 


| Your obedient Servant, 


H. KNOX, Secretary for the Department 
| | of War. 


The PresipEent of the United States. 


THe INTRODUCTION, 


BHAT a well-conftituted republic is more favorable to the liberties of 

fociety, and that its principles give an higher elevation to the human 

mind than any other form of government, has generally been acknowledged 
by the unprejudiced and enlightened part of mankind. 


But it is at the fame time acknowledged, that unlefs a republic prepares 
itfelf by proper arrangements to meet thofe exigencies to which all ftates 
are in a degree liable, that its peace and exiftence are more precarious than 
the forms of government in which the will of one diredts the condu of 
the whole, for the defence of the nation. 


A government whofe meafures mult be the refult of multiplied delibera- 
tions, is feldom in a fituation to produce inftantly thofe exertions which 
the occafion may demand ; therefore it ought to poffefs fuch energetic 
eftablifhments as fhould enable it, by the vigor of its own citizens, to 
controul events as they arife, inftead of being convulfed or fubverted by 
them. 


It is the misfortune of modern ages, that governments have been formed 
by chance and events, initead of fyftem—that without fixed principles, they 
are braced or relaxed, from time to time, according to the predominating 
power of the rulers or the ruled—The rulers poffeffing feparate interefts 
from the people, excepting in fome of the high-toned monarchies; in which 
all oppofition to the will of the princes feems annihilated. 


Hence we look round Europe in vain for an extenfive government, rifing 
on the power inherent in the people, and performing its operations entirely 
for their benefit. But we find artificial force governing every where, and 
the people generally made fubfervient to the elevation and caprice of the 
few: Almoit every nation appearing to be bufily employed in conducting 
fome external war ; grappling with internal commotion; or endeavoring to 
extricate itfelf from impending debts which threaten to overwhelm it with 
ruin. Princes and minifters feem neither to have leifure nor inclination to 
bring forward inftitutions for diffufing general ftrength, knowledge and 
happinefs : But they feem to underftand well the Machiavelian maxim of 
politics—divide and govern, 
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“May the United States avoid the errors and crimes of other governments 5 
and poffefs the wifdom to embrace the prefent invaluable opportunity of 
eftablifhing fuch inflitutions as fhall invigorate, exalt and perpetuate the 
great principles of freedom—an opportunity pregnant with the fate of 
millions, but rapidly borne on the wings of time, and may never again 


return. 


The public mind, unbiafled by fuperftition or prejudice, feems happily 
prepared to receive the impreffions of wifdom. The latent fprings of human 
ation, afcertained by the ftandard of experience, may be regulated and. 
made fubfervient to the noble purpofe of forming a dignified national cha- 


racter. 


The caufes by which nations have afcended and declined, through the 
various ages of the world, may be calmly and accurately determined ; and 
the United States may be placed in the fingularly fortunate condition of 
commencing their career of empire, with the accumulated knowledge of all 


the known focieties and governments of the globes 


The ftrength of the government, like the ftrength of any other vaft and 
complicated machine, will depend on a due adjuitment of its feveral parts. 
Its agriculture—its commerce-—its laws—its finance—its fyftem of DEFENCES 
and its manners and habits, all require confideration, and the higheit exers 


cife of political wildom. 


It is the intention of the prefent attempt, to fuggeft the mott efficient fy{tem 
of defence which may be compatible with the interefts of a free people = 
A fyftem which fhall not only produce the expected effect, but which in its 
operations fhall alfo produce thofe habits and manners which will impart 
ftrength and durability to the whole government. 


The modern practice of Europe, with refpect to the employment of 
ftanding armies, has created fuch a mafs of opinion in their favor, that 
even philofophers, and the advocates for liberty, have frequently confeffed 


their ufe, and neceffity, in certain cafes. 


But whoever ferioufly and candidly eftimates the power of difcipline, and 
the tendency of military habits, will be conftrained to confefs, that what- 
ever may be the efficacy of a ftanding army in war, it cannot in peace be 
confidered as friendly to the rights of human nature. The recent inftance 
in France, cannot with propriety be brought to overturn the general princi- 
ple, built upon the uniform experience of mankind. It may be found, on 
examining the caufes that appear to have influenced the military of France, 
that while the {prings of power were wound up in the nation to the higheft 
pitch, that the difcipline of the army was proportionably relaxed. But any 
argument on this head may be confidered as unnecefflaty to the enlightened 


citizens of the United States. 


A fmall corps of well-difciplined and well-informed artillerifts and engi- 
neers, and a legion for the protection of the frontiers, and the magazines 
and arfenals, are all the military eftablifhment which may be required for 


the prefent ufe of the United States. The privates of the corps to be enlifted 
for 
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¥ for a certain period, and after the expiration of which to return to the rats 


‘of the citizens. 


An energetic National Militia is to be regarded as the CAPITAL sSECU- 
ity of a free republic; and not a ftanding army, forming a difting clals 
in the community. 


It is the introduétion and diffufion of vice and corruption of manners 
into the mafs of the people, that renders a ftanding army neceflary. It is 
when public fpirit is defpifed, and avarice, indolence and effeminacy of 
manners predominate, and prevent the eftablifhment of inftitutions which 
would elevate the minds of the youth in the paths of virtue and honor, that 
a ftanding army is formed and riveted forever. 


While the human charaéter remains unchanged, and focieties and go- 
vernments of confiderable extent are formed; a principle ever ready to ex- 
ecute the laws and defend the ftate, mut conftantly exift. Without this 
vital principle, the government would be invaded or overturned, and tram- 
pled upon by the bold and ambitious. No community can be long held 
together, unlef{s its arrangements are adequate to its probable exigencies. 


If it fhould be decided to reje& a flanding army for the military branch 
of the government of the United States, as poffefling too fierce an afpect, 
and being hottile to the principles of liberty, it will follow that a well-con- 

- ftituted militia ought to be eftablithed. 


A confideration of the fabje& will fhew the impraéticability of difcipli- 
ning at once the mafs of the people. All difcuffions on the fubject of a 
powerful militia, will refult in one or other of the following principles. 


Firft. Either efficient inftitutions mutt be eftablithed for the military edu- 
cation of the youth; and that the knowledge acquired therein fhall be dif- 
fufed throughout the community, by the mean of rotation. Or, 


Secondly. That the militia muft be formed of fubftitutes, after the man- 
ner of the militia of Great-Britain. 


If the United States poffefs the vigor of mind to eftablith the firft inftitue 
tion, it may reafonably be expected to produce the moft unequivocal ad- 
yantages. A glorious national fpirit will be introduced, with its extenfive 
train of political confequences. The youth will imbibe a love of. their 
country ; reverence and obedience to its laws; courage and elevation of 
mind ; opennefs and liberality of character 5 accompanied by a juft {pirit 
of honor : In addition to which, their bodies will acquire a robuitnels, 
greatly conducive to their perfonal happinefs, as well as the defence of their 
country : While habit, with its filent, put efficacious operations, will dura- 
bly cement the fy{tem. 


_ Habit, that powerful and univerfal law, inceflantly aéting on the human 
race, well deferves the attention of legiflators—Formed at firlt in individuals, 
by feparate and almoft imperceptible impulles, until at length it acquires a, 
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force which controuls with irrefiftible fway. The effects of falutary or per- 
nicious habits, operating on a whole nation, are immenfe, and decide its 
rank and character in the world. 


‘Hence the fcience of legiflation teaches to f{crutinize every national infti- 


tution, as it may introduce proper or improper habits; to adopt with reli- 
gious zeal the former, and reject with horror the latter. 


A republic, conftru&ted on the principles herein ftated, would be unin« 


jured by events, fuflicient to overturn a government fupported folely by the 
uncertain power of a ftanding army. 


The well-informed members of the community, aCtuated by the higheft 
motives of felf-love, would form the real defence of the country. Rebellions 
would be prevented, or fuppreffed with eafe. Invafions of fuch a govern- 
ment would be undertaken only by madmen ; and the virtues and know=- 
ledge of the people would effectually oppofe the introduation of tyranny. 


But the fecond principle—a militia of fubfitutes, is pregnant, in a degree, 
with the mifchiefs of a ftanding army 3 as it is highly probable the fubfti- 
tutes from time to time, will be nearly the fame men, and the moft idle and 
worthlefs part of the community. Wealthy families, proud of diftin€tions 
which riches may confer, will prevent their fons from ferving in the militia 
of fubftitutes ; the plan will degenerate into habitual contempt; a ftanding 
army will be introduced, and the liberties of the people fubjeéted to all the 
contingencies of events.’ 


The expence attending an energetic eftablifhment of militia, may be 
{trongly urged as an objection to the inftitution. But it is to be remem- 
bered, that this objection is levelled at both fyftems, whether by rotation or 
by fubftitutes : For if the numbers are equal, the expence will alfo be equal. 
The eftimate of the expence will fhow its unimportance, when compared 
with the magnitude and beneficial effects of the inftitution. 


But the people of the United States will chearfully confent to the expences 
of a meafure calculated to ferve as a PERPETUAL BARRIER to their liberties ¢ 
Efpecially as they well know that the difburfements will be made among the 
members of the fame community, and therefore cannot be injurious. 


Every intelligent mind would rejoice in the eftablifhment of an inftitution, 
under whofe aufpices the youth and vigor of the conftitution would be re- 
newed with each fucceffive generation, and which would appear to fecure 


the great principles of freedom and happinefs againft the injuries of time 
and events. 


The following Plan is formed on thefe general principles: 


Firft. That it is the indifpenfible duty of every nation, to eftablith all 
neceflary inflitutions for its own perfection and defence. 
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Secondly. That it is a capital fecurity to a free ftate, for the great body 
of the people to’ poffefs a competent knowledge of the military art. 


Thirdly. That this knowledge cannot be attained in the prefent ftate of 
fociety, but by eftablifhing adequate inftitutions for the military education 
of youth; and that the knowledge acquired therein fhould be diffufed 
throughout the community, by the principles of rotation. 


_ Fourthly. That every man of the proper age and ability of body, is firmly 
bound by the focial compaét, to perform, perfonally, his proportion of mili- 
tary duty for the defence of the ftate. 


Fifthly. That all men of the legal military age, fhould be armed, en- 
rolled, and held refponfible for different degrees of military fervice. 


And, fixthly. That, agreeably to the Conftitution, the United States 
are to provide for organizing, arming and difciplining the militia; and for 
governing fuch part of them as may be employed in the fervice of the United 
States; referving to the States, refpectively, the appointment of the officers, ) 


and the authority of training the militia according to the difcipline pre- 
{cribed by Congrefs. 
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5 ioe period of life in which military fervice fhall be required of the ci- 
tizens of the United States, to commence at eighteen, and terminate © 
at the age of fixty years. 

The men comprehended by this defcription, exclufive of fuch exceptions 
as the legiflatures of the refpective States may think proper to make, and 
ALL ACTUAL MARINERS, fhall be enrolled for different degrees of military 
duty, and divided into three difting clafles. 


The firft clafs fhall comprehend the youth of eighteen, nineteen, and 
twenty years of age; to be denominated the ADVANCED CORPS. 


The fecond clafs fhall include the men from twenty-one to forty-five 
years of age ; to be denominated the Mary Corps. 
The third clafs fhall comprehend, inclufively, the men from forty-fix to 
fixty years of age; to be denominated the Reservep Corps. 
Allthe militia of the United States fhall affume the form of the legion, 
which fhall be the permanent eftablifhment thereof. 


A legion {hall confift of one hundred and fifty-three commiffioned officers, 
and two thoufand eight hundred and eighty non-commiflioned officers and 
privates, formed in the following manner. 


Firft. Tue Lecionary STarr. 


One legionary, or major-general. 


‘Two aids de-camp, of the rank of major ; one of whom to be the legion- 
ary quarter-matter. 


One infpector and deputy adjutant-general, of the rank of lieutenant- 
~lonel. ; 


One chaplain. 
second 


[oes 
Second. THE BRIGADE STAFF. 


One brigadier-general. 
‘One brigade infpector, to ferve as an aid-de-camp. 


Third. THe REGIMENTAL OTAFFe 
One lieutenant-colonel, commandant. 
Two majors. 
One adjutant. 
One pay-maiter, or agent. 
‘One quarter-maiter. 


Fourth. Two Bricapss oF INFANTRY. 


Each brigade of two regiments ; each regiment of eight companies, 
forming two battalions ; each company of a captain, lieutenant, enfign, fix 
ferjeants, one drum, one fife, and fixty-four rank and file. 


Fifth. Two CoMpaNniss oF RIFLEMEN. 
Each company to havea captain, lieutenant, enfign, fix ferjeants, a bugle- 
horn, one drum, and fixty-four rank and file. 


Sixth. A BATTALION oF ARTILLERY. 


Confifting of four companies ; each to have a captain, captain-lieutenant, 
one lieutenant, fix ferjeants, twelve artificers, and fifty-two rank and file. 


Seventh. A SQUADRON OF CAVALRY. 

Confilting of two troops 3 each troop to have a captain, two lieutenants, 

a cornet, fix ferjeants, one farrier, one faddler, one trumpeter, and fixty-four 
dragoons. 


ofthe advanced corps in any State, fhould be 
of this extent, yet the component parts muft 
ion proportioned, as nearly as may be, to each 


In cafe the whole number 
infufficient to form a legion 
be preferved, and the reduct 
part. 
e corps thall be divided into SecTions of twelve 
3 divifion, to eftablifh one uniform vital princi- 
fhall pervade the militia of the United States.. 
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The companies of all th 
each. It is propofed by thi 
ple, which in peace and war 


either for State or federal 


All requifitions for men to FORM AN ARMY, 
by means of 


purpoles, fhall be furnifhed by the advanced and main corps, 


the feGtions. 


mmander in chief of the militia of each 


The executive government, or co 
d, on the tefpective legions of thefe 


State, will affefs the numbers require 
corps. 


ceneral will direct the proportions to be furnifhed by each 


The legionary g 
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from each fection, then the operation hereby diretted hall be performed by 
fingle feétions. But if a lefs number fhould be required, they will be fur- 
nifhed by an aflociation of feCtions, or companies, according to the demand. 
In any cafe, it is probable that mutual convenience may dictate an agrees 
ment with an individual, to perform the fervice required. If however, no 
agreement can be made, one muft be detached by an indifcriminate draught ; 
and the others fhall pay him a fum of money, equal to the averaged fum 
which fhall be paid in the fame legion for the voluntary performance of the 
fervice required. 

In cafe any fections, or companies of a legion, after having furnifhed its 
own. quota, fhould have more men willing to engdge for the fervice required, 
other companies of the fame legion fhall have permiffion to engage them. 
The fame rule to extend to the different legions in the State. 


The legionary general muft be refponfible to the commander in chief of 
the militia of the State, that the men furnifhed are according to the defcrip- 
tion, and that they are equipped in the manner, and marched to the ren- 
dezvous, conformably to the orders for that purpofe. 


The men who may be draughted, fhall not ferve more than three years at 
one time. 


The referved corps being deftined for the domeftic defence of the State, 
fhall not be obliged to furnifh men, excepting in cafes of a€tual invafion, or 
‘rebellion—and then the men required fhall be furnifhed by means of the 
fections. 


The actual commiffioned officers of the refpective corps, fhall not be in- 
cluded in the fections, nor in any of the operations thereof. 


The refpe€tive States fhall be divided into portions or diftri@s ; each of 
which to contain, as nearly as may be, fome complete part of a legion. 


Every citizen of the United States, who hall ferve his country in the 
field, for the fpace of one year, either as an officer or foldier, fhall, if under 
the age of twenty-one years, be exempted from the fervice required in the 
advanced corps. If he fhall be above the age of twenty-one years, then 
every year he fhall fo ferve in the field, thall be eftimated as equal to fix 
years fervice in the main or referved corps, and fhall accordingly exempt 
him from every fervice therein for the faid term of fix years, except in cafes 
of actual invafion of, or rebellion within the State in which he refides. And 
it fhall alfo be a permanent eftablifhment, that fix years aCtual fervice in the 
field, fhall entirely free every citizen from any further demands of fervice, 
‘either in the militia or in the field, unlefs in cafes of invafion or rebellion. 


ALL ACTUAL MARINERS of feamen, in the refpective States, fhall be re- 
giftered in diftri€ts, and divided into two clafles. The firft clafs to confift of 
all the feamen, from the age of fixteen to thirty years, inclufively. The fecond 

clafs to confift of all thofe of the age of thirty-one to forty-five, inclufively. 


The 
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‘The firft clafs fhall be refponfible to ferve three years on board of fome 
public armed veffel or fhip of war, as a commiffioned officer, warrant officer, 
or private mariner, for which fervice they fhall receive the cuftomary wages 
and emoluments. 


But fhould the State not demand the faid three years fervice during the 
above’ period, from the age of fixteen to thirty years, then the -party to be 
exempted entirely therefrom. 


The perfon fo ferving fhall receive a certificate of his fervice, on parch- 
ment, according to the‘form which fhall be directed, which fhall exempt 


him from any other than voluntary fervice, unlefs in fuch exigencies as may 
‘require the fervices of all the members of the community. 


The fecond clafs fhall be refponfible for a proportion of fervice, in thofe 
cafes to which the firft clafs fhall be unequal. The numbers required fhall 
be furnifhed by fections, in the fame manner as is prefcribed for the fections 
of the militias 


Or THE ADVANCED Corps, 


The advanced corps are defigned not only as a fchool in which the youth 
of the United States are to be inftructed in the art of war ; but they are, in 
all cafes of exigence, to ferve as an actual defence to the community. 


The whole of the armed corps fhall be clothed according to the manner 
hereafter dire¢ted, armed and fubfifted at the expence of the United States 5 
and all the youth of the faid corps, in each State, fhall be encamped toge- 
ther if practicable, or by legions, which encampments fhall be denominated 
THE ANNUAL CAMPS OF DISCIPLINE. 


The youth of eighteen and nineteen yeats, thall be difciplined for THIRTY 
days fucceflively in each year ; and thofe of twenty years fhall be difciplined 
only for ten days in each year, which fhall be the laft ten days of the annual 
encampments. 


The non-commiffioned officers and privates are not to receive any pay 
during the faidtime. But the commiffioned officers will receive the pay of 
their relative ranks, agreeably to the federal eftablifhment for the time being. 


In order that the plan hall effectually anfwer the end propofed, the firft 
day of January fhall be the fixed period, for all who attain the age of 
eighteen years, in any part, or during the courle of each year, to be enroll- 
ed in the advanced corps, and to take the neceflary oaths to perform per- 
fonally fuch legal military fervice as may be directed, for the full and com- 
plete term of three years, to be eftimated from the time of entrance into the 
faid corps ; and alfo to take an oath of allegiance to the State, and to th 
United States. ) . 


_ The commanding officer, or general of the advanced legions of the dif 
tri, fhall regulate the manner of the fervice of the youth refpeCtively, 
. whether 
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whether it hall be in the infantry, artillery, or cavalry ; but after having 
entered into either of them, no change fhould be allowed. 

ag « 

Each individual, at his firft joining the annual camps of difcipline, will 
receive complete arms and accoutrements, all of which, previoufly to his 
being difcharged from the faid camps, he muft return to the regimental 
quarter-mafter, on the penalty of | dollars, or 
months imprifonment. 


The faid arms and accoutrements fhall be marked in fome confpiciious a Nes S oe Se 
place with the letters M. U.5. And all fales or purchafes of any of faid | oe 
arms or accoutrements, fhall be feverely punifhed according to law. 


And each individual will alfo, on his firft entrance into the advanced. | _ 

corps, receive the following articles of uniform cloathing: One hat, one Be 

uniform fhort coat, one waiftcoat, and one pair of over-alls ; which he fhall 

retain in his own poffeffion, and for which he fhall be held accountable, 

and be compelled to replace all deficiencies during his fervice in the annual : 

camps of difcipline. es ee, a8 
Thofe who fhall ferve in the cavalry, fhall be at the expence of their own 

horfes,and uniform helmets, and horfe furniture; but they fhall receive forage 

for their horfes, fwords, piftols, and cloathing, equal in value to the infantry. 


fh At the age of twenty-one years, every individual having ferved in the 
| manner and for the time prefcribed, fhall receive an honorary certificate 
thereof, on parchment, and figned by the legionary-general and infpector. 


' The names of all perfons to whom fuch certificates fhall be given, thall 
be fairly regiftered in books, to be provided for that purpofe. 


And the faid certificate, or an attefted copy of the regifter aforefaid, fhall 
be required as an indifpenfible qualification tor exercifing any of the rights 
of a free citizen, until after the age of years. 


The advanced legions, in all cafes of invafion or rebellion, fhall, on requi- 
fition of lawful authority, be obliged to march to any place within the Uni- 
: ; ted States, to remain embodied for fuch time as fhall be directed, not to 
| exceed one year, to be computed from the time of marching from the regi- 

| mental parades ; during the period of their being on fuch fervice, to be 
placed on the continental eftablifhment, of pay, fubfiltence, cloathing, forage, 
tents, camp-equipage, and all fuch other allowances as are made to the fede- 
ral troops at the fame time and under the fame circumitances. 


If the military fervice fo required, fhould be for fuch a fhort period as to 
tender an actual iffue of cloathing unneceffary, then an allowance fhould be 
made, in proportion to the annual coft of cloathing for the federal foldier, 
according to eftimates to be furnifhed for that purpofe from the War-Oflice 
of the United States. 

In cafe the legions of the advanced corps fhould march to any place, in 


confequence of a requifition of the general government, all legal and proper 
expences 


‘See 


expences of fueh march, fhall be paid by the United States. But fhould 
they be embodied, and-march in confequence of an order derived from the 
authority of the State to which they belong, and for State purpofes, then the 


expences will be borne by the State. 


The advanced corps fhall be conftituted on fuch principles, that whem 
completed, it will receive one third part, and difcharge one third part of its 
numbers annually. By this arrangement, two thirds of the corps will at 

lined ; but as it will only receive thofe of 


all times be confiderably difcip 
eighteen years ‘of age, it will not be completed until the third year after its 


anftitution. Thofe who have already attained the ages of nineteen and twen- 
ty years, will, in the firft inftance, be enrolled in the main corps. 


But one half of the legionary officers to be appointed the firft, and the 
other the fecond year of the eftablifhment. 7 


The officers of each grade in the States refpetively, fhall be divided into 
three claffes, which thall by lot be numbered one, two, and three, and one 
of the faid clafles, according to their numbers, fhall be deranged every third 
year. In the firft period of nine years, one third part will have to ferve 
three, one third part fix, and one third part nine years. But after the faid 
firft period, the feveral claffes will ferve nine years, which hall be the limit- 
ation of fervice by virtue of the fame appointment ; and in fuch cafes where 
there may not be three officers of the fame grade, the limitation of nine 
years fervice thal be obferved. All vacancies occafioned by the aforefaid 


derangements, or any cafualties, {hall be immediately filled by new appoint- 


ments. 


dvanced corps, fhall not be lefs than 


The captains and fubalterns of the a 
and the field-officers fhall not exceed 


twenty-one, nor more than thirty-five, 
forty-five years of age. 
nt, fhall have a fixed parade, or place 


fhall affemble at their own parade, 
n, and the battalions to the regimen- 


Fach company, battalion and regime 
at which to affemble. The companies 


and march to the parade of the battalio 
tal parade ; and when thus embodied, the regiment will march to the ren- 


dezvous of the legion. Every commanding officer of a company, battalion 
and regiment, will be accountable to his fuperior officer that his command 


isin the moft perfect order. 


The officers to receive fubfiftence money in lieu of provifions, in propor- 
tion to their refpective grades, and thole whofe duties require them to be on 


horfeback, will receive forage in the fame proportion. 


Every legion muft have a chaplain, of refpectable talents and character, 
who, befides his religious functions, fhould imprefs on the minds of the 
youth, at ftated periods, in concife difcourfes, the eminent advantages of 
free governments to the happinefs of fociety, and that fuch governments 
can only be fupported by the knowledge, {pirit, and virtuous conduét of 
the youth; to be illuftrated by the mo{t confpicuous examples of hiftory. 


No 


Ve 
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~~ No anmiufements fhould be admitted in camp, but thofe which correfpond 
with'war. The fwimming of men and_horfes, running, wreftling, and 
_» fuch‘other ‘exercifes, as fhould render the body flexible and vigorous. 


The‘camps fhould, if poffible, be formed near a river, and remote from 
large cities. ‘ The firft is neceflary for the praétice of the manoeuvres, the 
'fecond to'avoid the vices of populous places. 


The time of the annua! encampment fhall be divided into fix parts or 
periods of five days each. The firft of which hall be occupied in acquiring 
“the air, attitudes, and firft principles of a foldier—the fecond in learning 
the manual exercife, and to march individually, and in fmall fquads. The 
third and fourth, in exercifing and manceuvring in detail, and by battalions 
and regiments. In the fifth, the youth of twenty, having been difciplined 
during the two preceding annual encampments, are to be included. This 
period is to be employéd in the exercife and taGtic of the legion ; or, 
if more than one, in executing the grand manceuvres of the whole body 
marching, attacking and defending in various forms, different grounds 
and politions ; in fine, in reprefenting all the real images of war, excepts 
ing the effufion of blood. 


The guards, and every other circumftance of the camp, to be perfectly 
regulated. 


Each State will determine on the feafon, in which its refpective annual 
encampments fhall be formed, fo as beft to fuit the health of the men, and 
‘the general interefts of the fociety. 


The United Statesto make an adequate provifion, to fupply the arms, 
cloathing, rations, artillery, ammunition, forage, ftraw, tents, camp- 
equipage, including every requifite for the annual camps of difcipline. 
And alfo for the pay and fubfiftence of the legionary officers, and for the 
following general ftaff.—One infpector-general, one adjutant-general, one 
‘quarter-mafter-general, with a deputy for each State. 


Thefe officers will be effential to the uniformity, ceconomy and efficacy 
of the fyftem, to be appointed in the manner prefcribed by the Conftituti- 
on of the United States. 


The quarter-mafter-general fhall be refponfible to the United States for 
the public property of every fpecies, delivered to him for the annual camps 
of difcipline ; and his deputy in each State fhall be refponfible to him. 


At the commencement of the annual camps of difcipline, the deputy 
quarter-mafter will make regular iffues to the legionary or regimental quar- 


ter-mafters, as the cafe may be, of all the articles, of every /pecies, provided 
by the United States. 


__ Che returns for the faid articles, to be examined and certified by the 
higheft legionary or regimental officer, as the cafe may be, who fhall be 
refponfible for the accuracy thereof, 


E 
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At the expiration of the annual camps of difcipline, all public pro- 
epted) fhall be returned to the deputy quarter- 
“patter of the State, who fhall hold the legionary guarter-mafter accoun- 
table for all deficiencies. All the apparatus and property fo returned, fhall 
be carefully examined, repaired and depofited in a magazine, to be pro- 
vided in each State for that purpofe, under the charge of the faid deputy 
quarter-mafter, until the enfuing annual encampment or any occafion 
which may render a new iffue neceflary. 


‘Corporal punifhments fhall never be inflicted in the annual camps of dif- 


cipline ; but a fyftem of fines and imprifonment, fhall be formed for the 


regular government of faid camps. 


Or roe Marin Corps. 


As the main and referved corps are to be replenifhed by the principle of 
from the advanced corps, and ultimately to confift of men, who 
have received their military education therein, it is proper that one uni- 
form arrangement fhould pervade the feveral claffes. 


It is for this reafon the legion is eftablifhed as the common form of all 
the corps of the militia. 


The main legions, confifting of the great majority of the men of the mi- 
litary age, will form the principal defence of the country. 


“They are to be refponfible for their proportion of men, to form:an army 
whenever neceflity fhall di€tate the meafure ; and on every fudden occafi- 
on to which the advanced corps fhall be incompetent, an adequate num- 
ber of non-commiffioned officers and privates fhall be added thereto, from 


‘the main corps, by means of the fections, 


The main corps will be perfectly armed in the firft inftance, and will 
raétice the exercife and manceuvres, four days in each year, and will af- 
femble in their refpective diftricts, by companies, battalions, regiments, or 
legions, as fhall be directed by the legionary general ; but it muft be a fixed 
rule, that in the populous parts of the States, the regiments muft affemble 


once annually, and the legions once in three years. 


Although the main corps cannot acquire -a great degree of military 


knowledge in the few days prefcribed for its annual exercife, yet by the con- 
ftant acceflion of the youth from the advanced corps, it will foon command 


refpett for its difcipline, as well as its numbers. 


When the youth are transferred from the advanced corps, they fhall in- 
variably join the flank companies, the cavalry, or ‘artillery of the main 
corps, according to the nature of their former fervices. 


ee 
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Or TH: Reservep Corps. 
The referved corps will affemble only twice annually, for the infpe@ion 


of arms, by companies, battalions, or regiments, as fhall be directed by 
each State. It will aflemble by legions, whenever the defence of the State 


may render the meafure neceflary. 


SUCH are the propofitions of the plan : To which it may be neceflary 
to add fome explanations. 


Although the fubftantial political maxim, which requires perfonal fervice 
of all the members of the community for the defence of the State, is obli- 
gatory under all forms of fociety, and is the main pillar ofa free govern- 
ment, yet the degrees thereof may vary at the different periods of life, con- 
fiftently with the general welfare. The public convenience may alfo dic- 
tate a relaxation of the general obligation as it refpects the principal ma- 
giftrates and the minifters of juftice and of religion, and perhaps fome 
religious fects. But it ought to be remembered, that meafures of nati- 
onal. importance, never fhould be fruftrated by the accommodation of 
individuals. — 


The military age has generally commenced at fixteen, and terminated at 
the age of fixty years ; but the youth of fixteen do not commonly attain fuch 
a degree of robuft ftrength, as to enable them to fuftain without injury, the 
hardfhips incident to the field ; therefore. the commencement of military 
fervice is herein fixed at eighteen, and the termination, as ufual, at fixty 
years of ages 


As the plan propofes, that the militia fhall be divided into three capital 
claffes, and that each clafs fhall be formed into legions, the reafons for which 
fhall be given in fucceffion. 


The advanced corps, and annual camps of difcipline, are inftituted in 
order to introduce an operative military f{pirit in the community : To efta- 
blifh a courfe of honorable military fervice, which will at the fame time 
mould the minds of the young men, to a due obedience of the laws ; in- 
ftruét them in the art of war, and by the marily exercifes of the field, form 
a race of hardy citizens, equal to the dignified tafk of defending their country. 


An examination into the employments and obligations of the individuals 
compofing the fociety, will evince the impoflibility of diffufing an adequate 
knowledge of the art of war, by any other means than acourfe of difcipline, 
during the period ofnonage. ‘The time neceflary to acquire this important 
knowledge, cannot be afforded at any other period of life, with fo little in- 
jury to the public or private interefts. 


Without defcending to minute diftinGions, the body of the people of 
the United States may be divided into two parts. The yeomanry of the 
country, and the men of various employments refident in towns and cities. 

, In 
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‘in both parts, it is ufual for the male children, from the age of fourteen to 

twenty-one years, to learn fome trade or employment, under the direGtion 
‘of a parent or mafter. In general, the labour or fervice of the youth during 
this period, befides amply repaying the trouble of tuition, leaves a large pro- 
fit to the tutor. ‘This circumftance is flated to fhew, that no great hardfhips 
will arifein the firft operations of the propofed plan ; a little praétice will 
render the meafure perfectly equal, and remove every difficulty. 


Youth is the time for the State to ‘avail itfelf of thofe fervices which it 
has aright to demand, and by which it is to be invigorated and preferved ; 
in this feafon, the paflions and affeGtions are ftrongly influenced by the 
{plendor of military parade. The impreffions the mind receives will be 
retained through life. The young man will repair with pride and_pleafure 
to the field of exercife ; while the head of a family, anxious for its general 
welfare, and perhaps its immediate fubfiftence, will relu€tantly quit his do- 
meftic duties forany length of time. 


The habits of induftry will be rather ftrengthened than relaxed, by the 
eftablifhment of the annual camps of difcipline, as all the time will be oc- 
cupied by the various military duties. Idlenefs and diffipation will be -re- 
garded as difgraceful, and punifhed accordingly. As foon as the youth at. 
tain the age of manhood, a natural folicitude to eftablith themfelves in the 
fociety, will occur in its full force. The public claims for military fervice, 
will be too inconfiderable to injure their induftry. It will be fufficiently fti~ 
mulated to proper exertions, by the profpeds of opulence attending on the 
cultivation of a fertile foil, or the purfuits of a produétive commerce. 


Itis prefumed that thirty days annually during the eighteenth and nine. 
teenth, and ten days during the twentieth year, is the leaft time that 
ought to be appropriated by the youth to the: acquifition of the military 
art. ‘The fame number of days might be added during the twentieth as 
during the two preceding years, were not the expence an objection. 


Every means will be provided by the public to facilitate the military edu. 
cation of the youth, which it is propofed fhall be an indifpenfible qualifica- 
tion ofa free citizen, therefore they will not be entitledto any pay. But the 
officers being of the main corps, arein a different predicament ;—they are 
luppofed to have paffed through the courfe of difcipline required by the laws, 
and to be competent to inftru& others in the military art. As the public will 
have but {mall claims for perfonal fervices on them, and as they muft incur 
confiderable expences to prepare themfelves, to execute properly their ref- 
pective offices, they ought to be paid while on actual duty. 


As foon as the fervice of the youth expires in the advanced corps, they 
are to beenrolledin the main corps. On this occafion, the republic re- 
ceives difciplined and free citizens, who underftand their public rights, and 
are prepared to defend them. 


The main corps is inftitued, to preferve and circulate throughout the 
community, the military difcipline, acquired in the advanced corps; to arm 


the 
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ohe people, and fix firmly, by practice and habit, thofe forms and maxims, 
‘which are efiential to the life and energy ofa free government. 


The referved corps is inftituted to prevent men being fent to the field, 
whofe ftrength is unequal to fuftain the feverities of an active campaign. 


_But by organizing and rendering them eligible for domeftic fervice, a great- 


er proportion of the younger and robuft part of the community, may be 
enabled in cafes of neceflity, to encounter the more urgent duties of war. 


It would be difficult, previoufly to the a€tual formation of the annual 
camps of difcipline, to afcertain the number in each State, of which it would 
be compofed. ‘The frontier counties of feveral States are thinly inhabited, 
amd require all their internal force for their immediate defence.. There are 
other infant fettlements, from whichit might be injurious to draw away 
their youth annually for the purpofe of difcipline. 


No evil would refult, if the eftablifhment of the” advance corps fhould 
be omitted in fuch diftridts for a few years. Befides, the forbearance: in 
this refpeGt would leflen the expence, and render the inftitution more com- 
patible.with the public finances. 


The feveral State Legiflatures therefore, as beft underftanding their local 
interefts, might be invefted with a difcretionary power to omit the enrol- 
ments for the advanced corps, in fuch of their frontier and thinly inhabited 
counties as they may judge proper. : : 


If the number of three millions may be afflumed as the total number 
of the inhabitants within the United States, halfa million may be deducted 
therefrom, for blanks, and purfuant to the foregoing ideas, another. half 
million may be deducted, on account of the thinly fettled parts of the country. 


The proportion of men of the military age, from eighteen to fixty years 
inclufively, of two millions of people of all ages and fexes, may be eftima- 


.ted at four hundred thoufand. There may be deduted from this number, 
as actual mariners, about fifty thoufand, and a further number of twenty- 


five thoufand, to include exempts of religious fects, and’ of every other fort 
which the refpeCtive States may think proper to make. 


Three hundred and twenty-five thoufand therefore may be affumed, as 


the number of operative, fencible men, to compofe the militia—The pro- 
portion of the feveral clafles of which would be nearly as follows— 


Fir/tly—The advanced corps, one tenth compofed of the 
youth of the ages of 18, 19, and 20 years, = 32,500 


Secondly—The main corps, fix tenths and one twentieth, 211,250 
Thirdly—-The referved corps, two tenths and one twentieth, 81,250 


325,000 - 
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"The following eftimate is formed for the purpofe of exhibiting the annu- 
*al expence of the sn(titution of the advanced corps, ftating the fame at 


thirty-thoufand men. 


ii ESTIMATE of the Expence of the Annual Camps of Difcipline, as 
H propofed in the foregoing Plan, arifing on each of the firft,three years, 
and after that period, of the annual expence of the inftitution. 


i ‘ THE FIRST YEAR: 
“40,000 fuits of uniform clothing, ftated at eight dollars ; Dollars. 
each fuit of which fhall ferve for the three years difcipline, 80,000 
10,000 rations per day for 30 days, each ration ftated at 

| ro cents, - - 30,000 

. The expence of four complete corps of legionary officers . 

. of all defcriptions for 30 days, including pay, fubfiftence, | 


“and forage, = 27,870 
\ Forage for the cavalry, 5 - 4,800 
| Straw, camp-kettles, bowls, axes, canteens and fuel, 20,000 


Annual proportion of the expence of tents for officers and 


-foldiers, which may ferve for eight annual encampments, 3,000 
‘Four legionary fandatdes: sah ie ponent = 2,000 


: Regimental colours, hee -- 1,000 , 
Confumption of powder and ball, thot and fhells, damage | 
~ to arms and accoutrements, and artillery, and tranfport- S | 
ation of the fame, ftated at’ - we 25,000 
Hofpital department, vm 7 - 5000 
“Contingencies of the quartermafter’s and ‘other departments, 15,000 
General ftaff, adjutant-general, quartermafter-general, 
Biot infpeCtor-general, and their deputies, ; 


= 


12,000 ~ 


—_—— 225,670 
Dollars, 225,670 


- Entire expenceof the firft year, 0 * * 


ADDITIONAL EXPENCES ON THE SECOND YEAR: 


Sar So SS 


———— 


10,000 rations per day, for 30 days, are 300,000 rations,at | 
To cents, ape mp fod te 392099 
The expence of four complete corps of legionary officers 

of all defcriptions, for 39 days, including pay, fubfiftence. 
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and forage, - ‘ 29,870 
Four legionary ftandards, eo i i e 2,000 
Regimental colours, Pe fete | cue "1,000 | 


= 


Carried ‘forward, 60,8 70 ! 


Forage 


eb ~: 


ee ovis age 


Brought forward, Dollars, 60,870 22 3,670 


Forage for the cavalry, - - 4,800 


Tents, ftraw, camp-kettles, bowls, axes, canteens and fuel, 20,000 
Hofpital department, - 


- - 5,000 
Contingencies in the quarter-mafter’s and other depart- 
ments, : : E te 15,000 
Ammunition, damage to arms and accoutrements, 15,000 
———120,670 
ake 
Combined expences of the firft and fecond year, Dollars, 346,340 
ADDITIONAL EXPENCES ON THE THIRD YEAR, 
The expence of 10,000 rations for ten days, is 100,000 
rations, at Io cents, - - 10,000 
Forage, ~ a - ~ 5 e 1,600 
For the camp equipage, - - - 10,050 
Tents, - - > ~ 1,500 
Hofpital ftores, s 8 te 1,000 
Ammunition, damage to arms and accoutrements, 10,000 
Contingenciesin the quartermatter’s and other departments, 10,000 
44,100 


The total expence of the firt thrée years, Dollars, 390,440 

It is to be obferved, that the officers for four legions, will be adequate 
to command the youth of eighteen, who commence their difcipline the firft 
year, and that the fame number of officers will be required for the fecond 
year. ‘The youth of the third year may be incorporated by feétions in the 
exifting corps, fo that no additional officers will be required on their aca 
count. 


Hence it appears that the expence of 10,000 men for one year 


amounts to = - 225,670 
20,000 for the ad year, to, “ * L 346,340 
30,000 forthe 3d year, to, “ han Ne s 390,440 


. Ifthe youth of the three ages of eighteen, nineteen and twent 

be difciplined at once, the laft mentioned fum will be about the 
fixed annual expence of the camps of difcipline, from which 
however, is to be deducted 6,000 dollars, being the expence of 
the ftandards and colours, the former of which will be of a dura- 


ble nature, and the latter will not require to be replaced oftener 
than once in twenty years, | 


The annual expence of the advanced corps, - » 384,440 
Thus for a fum lefs than four hundred thoufand dollars annually, which, 
apportioned on three millions of people, would be little more than one eighth 
ofa dollar each, an energetic republican militia may be durably eftablifhed 
—the invaluable principles of liberty fecured, and perpetuated, and a digni- 
fied national fabric erected on the folid foundation of public virtue. 


The 
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_ <The main ‘and referved corps, muft be perfectly organized in the firft 
“inftance; but the advanced corps will not be completed until the third year 
of its inftitution. 


The combination of troops. of various -defcriptions into one body, fo as 
to inveft it with the highéft and greateft number of powers, in every poflible 
fituation, has long been a fubject of difcuffion, and difference of ‘opinion. 
But no other form appears fo well to have fuftained the criterion of time 
and fevere examination, as the Roman Lucion. This formidable organiza- 
tion, accommodated to the purpofes of modern war, {till retains its original 
energy-and fuperiority. “Of the ancients, Polybius and Vegetius have de- 
{cribed and given the higheft encomiums of the legion. ‘The former parti- 
cularly in his comparative view of the advantages and difadvantages of the 
Macedonian and Roman arms, and their refpective orders of battles, has 
left to mankind an inftru€tive and important legacy. Ofthe moderns, the 
illuftrious marechal Saxe, has modelled the legion for the ufe of fire-arms, 
and ftrenuoufly urges its adoption, in preference to any other form. And 
the refpectable and intelligent veteran, late Infpector-General of the armies 
-of the United States, recommends the adoption of the legion.* 


“© Upon a review,” fays he, ‘¢ of all the military of Europe, there does not 
appear to be a fingle form which could be fafely adopted by the United 
States. They are unexceptionably different from each other; and like all 
other human inftitutions, feem to have ftarted as much out of accident as 
defign. The local fituation of the country, the fpirit of the government, 
the character of the nation, and in many inftances the character of the Prince, 
have all had their influence in fettling the foundation and dilcipline of their 
refpective troops, and render it impoffible that we fhould take either as a 
model. The legion, alone, has not been adopted by any ; and yet I am 
confident in afferting, that whether it be examined as applicable to all coun- 
tries, or as it may immediately apply to the exifting or probable neceflity of 
this, it will be found ftrikingly fuperior to any other. 


<¢ x{t, Being a complete and little army of itfelf, it is ready to begin its 
operations on the fhorteft notice ‘or flighteft alarm. ‘ad. Having all the 
component parts of the largeft army of any poffible defcription, it is prepa- 
red to meet every fpecies of war that may prefent itfelf.. And, 3d. As in 
every cafe of detachment, the firft conftitutional principle will be preferved, 
and the embarraffments of draughting, and detail, which in armies differently 
framed too often diftra& the commanding officer, will be avoided. 


“ Tt may eafily fuggeft itfelf from this fketch, that in forming a legion, the 
moft difficult tafk is to determine the neceflary proportion of each {pecies of 
foldiers which is to compofeit. This muft obvioufly depend upon what will 
be the theatre, and what the ftile of the war. On the plains of Poland, 
whole brigades of cavalry would be neceflary againit every enemy ; but in 
the foreft and among the hills of America, a fingle regiment would be more 
than fufficient againft any. And as there are but two kinds of war to which 


we are much expofed, viz. an attack from the featide by an Fu- 
ropean 


| 


* Vide, Letter addreffed to the inhabitants of the United States, on the fulyect 
of an eftablifbed militia. 
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"-ropean power, aided by our {worn enemies, fettled on our extreme left, and 
an invafion of our back fettlements by an Indian enemy ; it follows of courte, 
that mufketeers and light infantry fhould make the greateft part of your 
army.” 7 

The inftitution of the fection is intended to intereft the patriotifm and. 
pride of every ‘dividual in the militia, to fupport the legal meafures of a 
free government; to render every man active in the public caule, by in- 
‘troducing the {pirit of emulation, and a degree of perfonal refponfibility. 


The common mode of recruiting is attended with too great deftruction, 
of morals to be tolerated ; and is too uncertain to be the principal refource 
of a wife nation in time of danger. The public faith is frequently wound- 
ed by unworthy individuals, who hold out delufive promiles, which can 
never be realifed. By fuch means, an unprincipled banditti are often col- 
leéted for the purpofe of defending every thing that fhould be dear to free 
men. The confequences are natural; fuch men either defert in time of 
danger, or are ever ready on the flighteft difguft to turn their arms againft 
their country. 

By the eftablifhment of the fe€tions, an ample and permanent fource is 
opened whence the State, in every exigence may be fupplied with men, 
‘whofe all depends upon the profperity of their country. 
 Incafes of neceflity, an army may be formed of citizens, whole previous 
knowledge of difcipline will enable it to proceed to an immediate accom- 
plifhment of the defigns of the State, inftead of exhaufting the public:re- 
fources, by waiting whole years in preparing to face the enemy. 

The previous arrangements neceflary to form and maintain the annual 
‘encampments, as well as the difcipline acquired therein, will be an excellent 
preparation for war.—The artillery and its numerous appendages, arms 
and accoutrements of every kind, and all fpecies of ammunition, ought to 
be manufactured within the United States. It is of high importance that 
the prefent period fhould be enibraced to eftablifh adequate inftitutions to 
produce the neceflary apparatus of war. 

It is unworthy the dignity of a rifing and free empire, to depend on fo- 
reign and fortuitous {upplies of the effential means of defence. ; 

The clothing for the troops could with eafe be manufactured within the 
United States, and the eftablifhment in that refpect would tend to the en- 
couragement of important manufactories. 

The difburfements made in each State, for the rations, forage, and 
other neceflary articles for the annual camps of difcipline, would mott be- 
neficially circulate the money, arifing from the public revenue. 

The local circumftances of the United States, their numerous fea-ports, 
_and the protection of their commerce, require a naval arrangement. Hence 

_ the neceflity of the propofed plan, embracing the idea of the States obtain- 
‘ing men on republican principles for the marine as well as the land fervice. 

But one may be accomplifhed with much greater facility than the other ; 
as the preparation of a foldier for the field, requires a degree of difcipline, 
which cannot be learned without much time and labour ; whereas. the 
common courfe of fea-fervice, on board of merchant veflels, differs but 
little from the fervice required on board of armed fhips: Therefore the 
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education for war in this refpeét, will be obtained without any expence 
to the State.—All that feems to be requifite on the head of marine fervice 
is, that an efficient regulation fhould be eftablifhed in the refpective States, 
to regifter all a€tual feaman, and to render thofe of a certain age amenable 
to the public for perfonal fervice, if demanded within a given period. 


The conftitutions of the refpe€tive States, and of the United States, hav- 
ing directed the modes in which the officers of the militia fhall be appointed, 
no alteration can be made therein. Althoughit may be fuppofed that fome 
modes of appointment are better calculated than others to infpire the higheft 


propriety of condu&, yet there are none fo defective to ferveas a fufficient © 


reafon for rejeCting an efficient fyitem for the militia. Itis certain that the 
choice of officers, is the point on which the reputation and importance of 
a corps muftdepend. ‘Therefore every perfon who may be concerned in the 
appointment, fhould confider himfelf as refponfible to his country for a° pro- 
per choice. 

The wifdom of the States will be manifefted by inducing thofe citizens 
of whom the late American army was compofed, to accept of appointments 
in the militia. The high degree of military knowledge which they poflefs, 
was acquired at too great a price, and is too precious to be buried in obli- 
vion ; it ought to be cherifhed, and rendered permanently beneficial to the 
community. 

The vigor and importance of the propofed plan, will entirely depend on 
the laws relative thereto. Unlefs the laws fhall be equal to the object, and 
rigidly enforced, no energetic national militia can be eftablifhed. 

If wealth be admitted as a principle of exemption, the plan cannot be 
executed. Itis the wifdom of political eftablifhments to make the wealth 
of individuals fubfervient to'the general good, and not to fuffer it to corrupt 
or attain undue indulgence. 


It is conceded, that people, folicitous to be exonerated from their pros 
portion of public duty, may exclaim againft the propofed arrangement as 
an intolerable hardfhip : But it ought to be ftrongly imprefled, that while 
fociety has its charms, it alfo has its indifpenfible obligations. That to at- 
tempt fuch a degree of refinement, as to exonerate the members of the 
community from all perfonal fervice, is to render them incapable of the ex- 
ercife and unworthy of the charatters of free men. 


Every State poffeffes, not only the right of perfonal fervice from its mem- 
bers, but the right to regulate the fervice on principles of equality for the 
general defence. All being bound, none can complain of injuftice, on be- 
ing obliged to perform his equal proportion. Therefore it ought to be a perma- 
nent rule, that thofe who in youth decline, or refufe to fubje&t themfelves 
to the courfe of military education, eftablifhed by the laws fhould be con- 
fidered as unworthy of public truft, or public honors, and be excluded 
therefrom accordingly. 


If the majefty of the laws fhould be preferved inviolate in this refpect, the 
operations of the propofed plan would fofter a glorious public fpirit ; infufe the 
principles of energy and ftability into the body politic; and give an high 
degree of political fplendor to the national character. 
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